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Hello Eric -- 


-O1 


L 


In the midst of the chaos, I am still trying to get some research and publication done. 
Wayne Sayles recently donated some 300 dies for forgeries made by Peter Rosa to the 
ANS, which happened to include three pre-federal dies. I like to get this information out 
in public quickly, so I just wrote a short note to accompany the photographs. But Leslie 
said that you may know more about Rosa’s manufacturing technique — so any 
suggestions you make will be welcome. 


Very best wishes, 


Wire 
jh Kleeberg 
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Peter Rosa’s Forgeries of Colonial Coins 
John M. Kleeberg 


Wayne Sayles, who may be known to many of the readers of the CNL for his 
publications in the field of ancient coins, recently donated to the American Numismatic 
Society a set of coin dies made by Peter Rosa. Peter Rosa was born on January 2, 1926. 
He worked for the stamping and casting firm of Taylor Industries with offices at 250 
West Broadway and a manufactory on Staten Island, both within New York City, A 
resident of the Bronx, another New York City borough, Rosa produced vast numbers of 
forgeries of ancient Greek and Roman coins. He also produced numerous forgeries of 
colonial coins and territorial gold, which he sold under the name of the “Becker 
Manufacturing Company.” The choice of the name was no accident: Rosa saw himself 
as the heir to the great German forger (and friend of Goethe) Carl Wilhelm Becker (see 
Hill 1924 ), Rosa considered himself not as a forger, but an honorable person who was 
producing replicas of works of art at an affordable price for the masses. He was very 
hostile to the introduction of the Hobby Protection Act, which he saw as damaging his 
works of art, Some of his forgeries are marked with COPY on the edge. He died in the 
autumn of 1990 of cancer: | have come across two possible dates for his death, either 
October 5" or November 11". 


Sayles’ donation comprised 333 dies, nearly all for Greek and Roman coins. But 
included in Say!es’ donation were three dies for forgeries of colonial coins, namely: 


Vermont copper, 1785, reverse. 
Virginia halfpenny, 1773, obverse. 
Bar copper obverse. 


Rosa's technique appears to have been to make one-to-one transfer dies, which resulted 
in a loss of detail, e.g. inthe Vermont forgery. The Vermont die, however, is an almost 
perfect imitation of a Ryder 4 (Bressett C). The bar copper appears to have been made 
free hand, the Rosa forgery may be distinguished by a circular notch at the night foot of 
the A of USA. The weights of his products tend to vary greatly from genuine pieces. 
They often have a slick, shiny surface; closer examination reveals granularity and loss of 
detail. 


A Rosa forgery donated by Wayne Sayles — a uniface version of a Nova Eborac — 
peer suggests that Rosa would cast his dies, possibly in a soft metal like lead, and then solder 
the two halves together. The weights of his pieces vary greatly. There is a seam visible 
on the edge, but it is usually difficult to see. 


Rosa was a very sophisticated forger; Sayles has come across a forgery of a tetradrachm 
of Naxos depicting a drunken Silenus, of which Rosa created forgeries as small fractions 
and as large multiples. The Rosa forgeries follow exactly a known tetradrachm die, So 

Rosa may have had access to a Janvier lathe to cut enlarged and reduced dies. 
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Wayne Sayles is currently working on a book on ancient forgeries, which will devote a 
chapter to Peter Rosa. But Peter Rosa’s products are of as much concern to collectors 
and researchers in colonial Americana, as they are to researchers of ancient coins. Rosa 
is responsible for the New Hampshire and Massachusetts pine tree coppers that are the 
bane of our existence. 


CATALOGUE 
2000.17.15, Reverse die for Vermont 1785 copper, Ryder 4, Bressett C, Breen 712 
1989,99.139, coin struck from this die, Ryder 4, Bressett 3-C, Breen 712, 7.73 grams. 
The eyebrow is further from the eye than is the case on a genuine coin. It is also longer 
and thinner. 


2000.17.16, Obverse die for bar copper, Breen 1145 


1989.99. 166, coin struck from this die, Breen 1145, 10.35 grams, 
There is a curved notch on the right foot ofthe A of USA 


2000.17.17, Obverse die for Virginia halfpenny, 1773, Breen 180. 
1989,99,174, coin struck from this die, Breen 180, 10.93 grams. 


The G and the S of GEORGIVS are lower than the rest of the word. REX is spaced very 
far apart. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Many thanks to Wayne Sayles for his donation and for supplying additional information. 
Leslie Elam and Bil! Metcal also read this article and made several useful suggestions; 
the details of Rosa’s business career come from Flam. 
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Hill, George F, 1924. Becker the Counterfeiter. London: Spink and Son, Limited. 
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Kleeberg, John 


From: wayne g. sayles [wayne@celator.com] 
Sent: Monday, February 14, 2000 11:55 PM 
To: Kleeberg, John 

Subject: Re: Peter Rosa 

John; 


Thanks for the update. | do not have any personal knowledge of the 
whereabouts of other dies, but it is possible that they are still in 

the possession of the Rosa family. | will contact them and see what 
the status might be. My negotiations with the estate were a bit 
delicate, and | do not want to see the heirs besieged by what you 
call Colonial Hornets, however well meaning. The family is very 
sensitive to characterization of Peter Rosa as a counterfeiter. They 
would prefer that he be recognized as an artist. | was able to 

obiain the dies for reproduction of ancients, and much useful 
information for my forthcoming book, only by promising not to portray 
Mr. Rosa in an unfavorable light. Since | knew him personally, and 
know of no intentional deception on his part, | do not find it 
objectionable to honor this commitment. I'll let you know what | can 
find out about the colonial dies. 


With best regards, 


Wayne 


> <<Peter Rosa.doc>> 

>Hello Wayne, 

> 

>Here is the latest version of the article on Peter Rosa. | have 
>incorporated suggestions from you, Bill Metcalf, Les Elam and Eric 
>Newman. Eric is eager to track down the other colonial and territorial 
>dies, and wrote me on Saturday, "Above all | suggest you ask Sayles 
>where the dies are for the other colonials and pioneer material." See 
>what you have started! The colonial hornets have been stirred up and 
>are buzzing about. 

> 

>Best regards, 

> 

>John Kleeberg 

>Kleeberg@AmNumSoc.Org 

> 


>Attachment converted: Macintosh HD:Peter Rosa.doc (WDBN/MSWD) (0002F668) 


Kleeberg, John 


From: wayne g. sayles [wayne@celator.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2000 10:50 AM 
To: Kleeberg, John 

Subject: RE: Peter Rosa 

John; 


| don't think your text is inflammatory. | did notice that it was 

much softer than the first version. Just one thing, there is a 
sentence in the next to last paragraph with a word missing. It reads 
..RoSa was a very sophisticated... 


Thanks for being open minded about this. 


Wayne 


>Hello Wayne, 
= 


>My negotiations with the estate were a bit 

>delicate, and | do not want to see the heirs besieged by what you 
>call Colonial Hornets, however well meaning. The family is very 
>sensitive to characterization of Peter Rosa as a counterfeiter. They 
>would prefer that he be recognized as an artist. | was able to 

>obtain the dies for reproduction of ancients, and much useful 
>information for my forthcoming book, only by promising not to portray 
>Mr. Rosa in an unfavorable light. Since | knew him personally, and 
>know of no intentional deception on his part, | do not find it 
>objectionable to honor this commitment. 

> 

>In light of this, please look over my text and make suggestions about 
>anything you think should be toned down to avoid upsetting the delicate 
>negotiations. | don't want to queer the pitch. | have already adopted 
>one of your suggestions, and | do not refer to him as a "forger." 

> 

>Regards, 

> 

>John Kleeberg 


Phone: 212/234-3130 
Fax: 212/234-3381 
E-mail: Info@AmNumSoc.Org 





THE-AMERICAN -NUMISMATIC:-‘SOCIETY 


(FOUNDED 1858 + INCORPORATED I865) 


BROADWAY: AT ‘155TH. STREET 


NEW YORK: IVY, LOO 32 


February 15, 2000 


Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis MO 63105 


Dear Eric, 
Here’s the latest on Rosa/Becker Manufacturing Co. from Sayles. 


For your information, the ANS address database has an old address for 
Scholar Copies, c/o the Celator,' P.O.) Box'i23, Lodi, WI 53555, which lists 


as associates "Peter Rosa" and as classes "replicas, electrotypes, galvanos, 
coins? 


The most appropriate thing here, as so often, is a quote from Shakespeare, 
namely from Hamlet: "Buzz, buzz, buzz!" 


er5 best, 
Myf 


hn Kleeberg 


/ f 
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Victoria Stone Moledor February 23, 2000 
Coin World 

P.O. Box 150 

Sidney, OH 45365-0150 


Dear Victoria: 


Your prompt and thorough answer to my inquiry on Peter Rosa dba Becker Mfg. 
Co. is very much appreciated. It contained some important information ] was unaware 
of particularly his brother urging that Peter be called an artist and not a faker or 
Teproducer because he was open and honest about the work. 

Please let me reciprocate whenever you are in need of some numismatic trivia, 


Keep writing, 


Eric P. Newman 





pory Development Corp, 


408 CARNEY CASSIDY ROAD 
P.O. BOX 546 
SALEM, NY 12865 
518-854-7613 
Dear Sirs: 


Thank you for your catalog request. Enclosed please find a 
catalog briefly describing the basic products that we have. I 
hope you will find it of interest to you. If there are any 
questions that you may have, please feel free to write or call 
and we will be glad to answer them. 


Thanks again for your interest. 


Sincerely, 


Ie 1 LLM 
Kim Skellie 
Office Manager 


Enclosures 


ony Development Corp. 









Delaware 
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1-518-854-7613 





Dory Development 
Salem, New York 12865 








Don Development Corp. has for over 30 years been 


servicing the needs of museums, restoration, theme, 
national parks and tourist location gift shops with 
quality souvenirs pertaining to their history and 
exhibits. "Dory" has also been supplying custom made 
products to the advertising specialty, award, and 
promotional field. ONE of our claims to "fame" is that 
over 50% of our customers have been with us for over 


20 years, repeating year after year, proof of our product 


salability and our service. 


, We welcome your phone inquiry to answer 

| your questions and more fully advise you of 
our products and abilities. Once we know of 
you specific needs we will provide prices, 
samples and more detailed information. 


Dory sells on the wholesale level only for 
resale or promotional uses. We will except 
small orders of stock items, but require a low 
minimum order for custom items in pewter! 


W. offer the following basic products, which are 


available in a multitude of final product forms suitable 
for pertinent memorabilia, promotional, gifts and 


souvenirs. 


Coin*Replicas 

Over 2000 different coins -- 
Colonial America, Pirate 
Treasure, Bibjical, (old & 
new testament) Greek, 
Roman, Chinese and 
more. 


Miniature Statues 


and Busts 
Of U.S. Presidents 


Really Different 


Letter Openers 


Low Cost, | 
Heavy Laminated, 


copies of your art or photos 


rings. Or from over 3000 
postage stamp art design. 








eweuwwwrwoewrs 


Stamplates 
Reproductions of U.S. 
Commemorative postage 
stamps cast In pewter in 
three sizes, Postage Stamp 
art relates to hundreds if 
various subjects from U.S, 
history, science, sports, 
famous people, etc. 


Products relating 


to the U.S. States 


State Seals, State Birds and 
Flowers, State History, 
State Hoods. 


Custom Cast 


Pewter 


Products of your line art or 
supplied models. 


CRESS i EE STS EES 
as pins, magnets and key 


Dory Development 
Salem, New York 12865 
1-518-854-7613 












MUSEUM REPRODUCTIONS 


The coin replicas included in this collection 
are made from impressions taken from 
original coins in private collections or from 
various museums and historical sites. 


They are cast in a pewter alloy which resembles 
the weight and feel of the originals. They are 


real gold, silver toned, or copper-plated, sulfided 


black to age and hand-burnished to faithfully 
duplicate the rich appearance of the old coins. 


Dory Duplicates’. Collection of 


MUSEUM COIN REPLICAS 


The coin reproductions offered in this circular are in accordance 
with the United States Hobby Protection Act of 1973. 





These handsome replicas make distinctive 
gifts and memorabilia for historic occasions 
and celebrations and visits to museums and 
historic sites. They also will serve as valuable 
teaching aids and provide interesting exhibits. 


The coins are available as individual pieces 
and in sets. The most popular pieces have 
been selected for simple jewelry fashions and 
other product forms. They are beautifully 
packaged and include an historical vignette of 
the coin. Custom services such as special 
purpose items and packaging are also 
available. , 


FOR ASI DISTRIBUTORS 





Dory Duplicates offers a full collection of historical coin replicas to satisfy 
your customers needs for promotions, exhibits, meetings, gifts, attention 


getting letters, fund raising, etc. 


Available in bulk, or packaged, customized or not or in any of the following 
product forms. Coin Pieces, Key Rings, Neck Chains, Money Clips, on Marble 
Paperweights, Coin Sets, Stuff Boxes, Tie Tacs, Cuff Links, Lapel Pins, Finger 
Rings, Charms, Scarf Clips, Bolo Slides & Letter Openers. 


Dory Development Corp: for over 30 years has been servicing the needs 
of museums, restoration, theme, national parks and tourist location gift 
shops with quality souvenirs pertaining to their history and exhibits. 
“Dory” has also been supplying custom made products to the 
advertising specialty, award, and promotional field. 





Packaging 


Colonial American motif (CA) in red & blue on white 
or Museum Replica (MR) in blue on blue or 
Treasure Coins of the Caribbean. Each item 

is encased in a sturdy clear plastic packet and 
includes an historical vignette of the coin. 

Gift packaging also available. 


You may have your choice 
of package design: 


DORY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
SALEM, NEW YORK 12865 

P/F 518-854-7613 
www.saratogaonline.com/ny/dory 
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J. Rosa, a reproduction artist, die maker and numismatic mo 
make : in State Island Hospital. He was 64. 

Creating his first coin reproduction model at the age of 9, Rosa dedicated his eet 
e to ensuring that all would have the opportunity to experience ancient Greek, Roman 
and Judea masterpieces that were previously held only by the rich and in museums. 

Self-taught in all aspects of metallurgy and numismatics, Rosa's work can be seen 
at the Smithsonian Institution, the British Museum, in the American Numismatic Societ 
y collection and in other museums and collections around the world. 

Rosa is survived by a son, Peter C. Rosa; one brother, Daniel Rosa; and nieces and 


nephews. 
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IPA PPA SASL Weropy, “lsh! 
As a Matter of Fact 


By Richard Giedroyc 

This is referring to your *‘As a Matter of Fact'' feature in the Nov. 6 issue of ** 
Coin World,'' Robert Hubbard III's rubbing of a Continental Dollar with the name BECK 
ER on the rim. 

The coin referred to was one of the many Colonial coins made by Peter Rosa, who ran 

Becker Reproductions n New York City. In the early 1960s many different Colonial, a 
ncient Roman and ancient Greek copies were made and sold to some of the largest corpo 
rations as giveaways. These coins were originally made in the finest of detail with t 
he collector in mind. 

A large collection of these works were donated to and still reside in the Smithsoni 
an Institution collection. Rosa took the name Becker after Karl Becker, who made copi 
es of Roman coins in the late 1700s. Becker did such fine work that he was known as t 
he man who out-Romaned the Romans. 

After Rosa's death in 1990 one obituary writer wrote: **Peter Rosa out-Beckered Bec 
ker.'' During the 1960s copies were made solely by Becker Co. and many of these were 
copied by small operators over and over to the third and fourth generations. 

When the Hobby Protection Act was passed, forcing manufacturers to put the word COP 
Y on the face of each coin, Rosa refused to do so, stating: **I will not ruin a beaut 
iful coin by stamping the word COPY across its face to please a few dealers who force 
d legislators to pass this law.'' 

He later compromised and placed the word BECKER on the rim. 

Daniel Rosa 
Mat oor; oNisy = 

This reply to an inquiry made by reader Hubbard is informative and should shed a lo 
t of light on the source of many of the modern copies of coins which are encountered 
by collectors which are not stamped COPY in compliance with the Hobby Protection Act, 

15 United States Code 2101. 
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OMA 987 Pa 7.0 
Alleged Bulgarian forger subject of talk 


A Bulgarian counterfeiter's work was the subject of John R. Gainor's talk delivere 
d Dec. 12 to the Classical and Medieval Numismatic Society during the New York Intern 
ational Numismatic Convention in New York. 

Gainor's presentation, ~The Slavei Counterfeits, a 20th Century Becker?'', tells 
the story of Slavei Petrov who lives and works in Haskovo, Bulgaria. In 1992 Petrov £ 
ounded Titiana Company, producing what he calls ~*reproductions'' but not forgeries o 
f ancient coins, according to Gainer. 

Slavei is in his 50s and has been charged twice with forgery, but never convicted. 

Gainor said he talked to Slavei through an interpreter earlier in 1992, Slavei admit 
ting he makes coin reproductions, but claims he's not a forger. During his presentati 
on Gainor displayed 40 examples of copies of ancient coins which he believes are the 
work of Slavei. 

Gainor said he considers Slavei to be a counterfeiter, but does not consider him t 

pigs sic counterfeiters such as Carl Becker. Like Becker, some of 
Slavei's work are pure fantasy pieces. _ 

Gainor said Slavei works with assistants, some of whom have later set up their own 

workshops. He said there are more than 50 Bulgarians who are actively collecting Sla 
vei's reproductions. Slavei's full-time job is as an engineer, according to Gainer, b 
ut he has produced between 200 and 300 coin dies. 

Many of the dies have been destroyed or given away to friends, according to Gainor 
, who said Slavei uses a press with a 40-ton pressure Capacity, a screw press and an 
eccentric press run by gears. Gainor said Slavei told him he never casts coins. 

Slavei's work has a variety of lettering, cut by hand with ridging. He does not po 
lish his dies and most of his coins tend to lack detail and realism, according to Gal 
nor. He showed examples where the eyes, jaw and neck are not realistic when compared 
to a genuine coin. 

Gainor believes the eyes are all cut in a similar manner on Slavei's work. He said 

the reverse type figures appear to be the same, with no detail or muscles depicted. 
He referred to these designs as *‘languid.'' 

Slavei's bronze coins tend to be struck on oversize perfect flans. He does not sig 
n his bronze coin dies, but many of his silver dies carry one of the many varieties o 
f his signature that Gainor showed to the audience. Silver denarii copies are too wel 
1 cut and in too high relief, according to Gainor. 

In conversation, Slavei admitted to Gainor he copies ancient coins, but denied he 
is a forger. Gainor said Slavei likes to create strange varieties of coins, making mi 
stakes in style, weight and die axis combinations. He also produces fantasy issues. 

Slavei told him he doesn't sell his work as real. Gainor said Slavei will sell to 
anyone who approaches him, claiming he always sells them as reproductions. He will st 
rike coins to order, the price increasing with the level of quality requested. Gainor 

said he prices them at $25-35, selling quantities at a discount. 

Gainor said Slavei himself does not appear to be a threat to ancient coin collecti 
ng, however some of those who purchase his work may try to sell them as genuine. Some 

recent laboratory techniques for detecting modern counterfeits was discussed and Gai 
nor said of these: **I don't have a lot of faith in some of these new laboratory tech 
niques. You must know the styles.'' 

He added that the laboratory equipment can't be taken with the collector onto a bo 
urse floor for use when purchasing coins. 









IY G 


ry 





Gainor 
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ORS /MO) Sy MSR MEXo Re 7ebyh 
Detecting Counterfeits 


Mary Sauvain 


Collectors of Colonial coinage, 
beware of counterfeits, copies 


Interest in Early American coinage is picking up. That does not come as a surprise 

to some of us. In fact, some individuals wonder what took it so long. Whatever the r 

eason, along with the renewed interest comes concerns over how to tell the genuine pi 
eces from the copies. 

The first thing I ‘tell a person, to do is to inspect “the ‘coi carefully, he Hobby 
Protection Act of 1973 can help make this matter simpler for us. This act ensures tha 
t any imitation numismatic item being distributed into commerce must be plainly and Pp 
ermanently marked COPY. This could be stamped on the edge although the law requires i 
t to be stamped on the obverse or reverse, so be sure to check all three sides. 

Occasionally rather than an incuse COPY on the edge of a piece ou will pind. the 
name BECKER placed on the edge. These pieces were produced by the r Manufa Ke a 

agi Cae of | Bronx, N.Y! It is my understanding that a number of copies o variouee ae 
of Colonials were produced by this firm during the USA Bicentennial celebration perio 
d in the 1970s. Apparently they were grouped together in different sets, framed and s 
old to businesses to use as promotional items during this period. 

Some of the BECKER pieces might not even have their name on them. These would be p 
ieces produced before 1973. However, they would have the same appearance as the post- 
1972 specimens. The detail is soft and indistinct, with the surfaces uneven _ ali eha 
racteristics of poorly produced cast copies. 

There are numerous other pieces that are more difficult to detect than the BECKER 
and COPY pieces. These items must be dealt with on an item-to-item basis just like on 
e inspects a suspicious U.S. coin. Is the specimen within weight and diameter toleran 
ce? The planchet of the correct fabric, correct style? Granted, some early American A: 
ssues legitimately vary in weight from piece to piece. 

Check the piece for telltale signs of a cast or electrotype issue. Any remaining s 
igns of a seam around the edge from the electrotype process? Any roughness at the edg 
e left by the casting port? Any concave areas on the surface which could have been ca 
used during contraction due to crude casting? Does the piece have casting bubbles? Is 

the detail consistent with ‘‘honest'' wear or is the soft and indistinct detail thro 
ughout due to loss of sharp definition during the copy process? 

The accompanying photo of the c. 1785 Bar copper shows an example of a high grade 
counterfeit. All known genuine Bar coppers have a short spike of metal at the center 
of the sixth bar, extending downward from the bottom of the bar. A quality 7x loupe m 
akes this very easy to determine. 

A word of caution on all Bar coppers: Many sources cite a caution in differentiati 
ng between a genuine Bar copper and the well-documented (and collected) John A. Bolen 

copy. They state that the genuine/j piece has the A of USA passing over the S wherea 
s the Bolen copy has the A passing under the S. What they fail to mention is that aft 
er the genuine piece receives some wear, the definition of “‘over'' and *‘under'' bec 
omes less pronounced. People have been known to pass on genuine Bar coppers because t 
hey could not detect this strong detail on a worn specimen. Another factor not mentio 
ned is that there are known counterfeits where the A passes over the S. The best advi 
ce is to use diagnostics on the reverse to determine the authenticity of Bar coppers 

and not depend on the ~*A over or under the S'' test. 

Fugio cents, the first federally approved coin of the United States of America, ar 
e a very popular item. There are Becker imitations along with other documented copies 










One Fugio cent that is easy to distinguish from the original is the New Haven Rest 
rike. This piece is collected as a New Haven Restrike, but you should be aware that m 
ost of these pieces are in the Mint State condition and do not command a price as hig 
h as a Mint State original Fugio cent would bring. 

As to why it is known as the New Haven Restrike is unknown. It is neither a restri 
ke nor was it made in New Haven. 

The accompanying photo of the New Haven Restrike shows the most obvious difference 
s. The sun's face is more strongly defined with straight lines and angles on the obve 
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rse. On the reverse, the 13 links encircling UNITED STATES and WE ARE ONE are thinner 
, Giving the piece a more modern appearance. 

In wrapping up this month's article, the first thing an individual interested inc 
oinage should do is to take a little time to study how the genuine items are made. A 
good reference is The Art and Craft of Coinmaking a History of Minting Technology by 
Denis R. Cooper. 

Early American coinage has numerous counterfeits and copies just like any other ty 
pe of coinage. When you have a doubt about any coin, be sure to have it examined by a 

knowledgeable person. 


Mary Sauvain is a former authenticator-grader for the American Numismatic Association 
Certification Service. She is serving as a consultant and is a mail-order dealer spe 
Cializing in U.S. and Colonial material. 


THIS HIGH-GRADE counterfeit Bar copper lacks the diagnostic mark found on a genuine s 
pecimen. 


BECKER IMITATION Fugio cent is one of many Colonial-era copies produced in the mid to 
late 20th century. 


MOST OF THE New Haven restrike Fugio cents are in Mint State condition but do not com 
mand a price as high as a Mint State original Fugio cent. 
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Auction Previews 


Ancient, English 
coins in auction 


May 6 


Ancient and English coins highlight a May 6 auction to be conducted by Classical N 
umismatic Group Inc. at the Sheraton New York Hotel and Towers in conjunction with th 
e Fourth Annual Spring New York International Numismatic Convention. 

The ancient Roman selection is highlighted by an Extremely Fine gold solidus of Ae 
lia Verina of 462-466 with Victory standing left reverse, an EF Securitas standing re 
verse silver denarius of Otho, and an EF eagle standing reverse antoninianus of **div 
Ol a Nalgacimaaatras 

There is an EF trophy on prow reverse denarius of Cn. Domitius L.F. Ahenobarbus an 
dan EF Tiberius bust reverse denarius of Augustus. 

Ancient Greek coins include 13 lots of issues of Athens, 13 lots of those of Rhode 
s and 20 from Parthia. 

There is a possibly unique Very Fine silver nomos of 334-334 B.C. of Tarentum, Cal 
abria; an EF tetradrachm of about 430-420 B.C. of Messana, Sicily; a VF tetradrachm o 
f about 460 B.C. of Selinos, Sicily; an EF tetradrachm of about 460 B.C. of Acanthos, 

Macedon, formerly in the Nelson Bunker Hunt Collection; anda i GOO VE / Mma necdiaualm 
F silver decadrachm of about 470 B.C. of the Derrones Thraco-Macedonian tribes from t 
he Virgil Brand collection. 

There is a pair of EF Siculo-Punic tetradrachms of about 320 B.C., one depicting A 
rtemis-Arethusa and a horse head left, the other depicting both right. These are sold 

as separate lots. 

A VF silver stater of about 421-365 B.C. of Olympia, Elis, struck from worn dies, 
and a: porous VF stater of about 425 B.C. of ‘Tarsos, Cilicia, are imeluded: 

British coins are offered from Celtic to modern issues in 48 lots and are highligh 
ted by one of six known Phase I silver Hiberno-Norse pennies of about 1004-1010 imita 
ting issues of Aethelred. All other specimens are in the British Museum. 

Crusader gold ducats of Pilippo-Maria Visconti, Antoine Fluviane (Order of St. Joh 
n on Rhodes) and Antoine Fluviane are offered in separate lots. 

Gold Islamic coins are available in 22 lots and counterfeit lead strikes from dies 

made by Carl Wilhelm Becker in 23 lots. 

There are 702 lots in the auction. A 10 percent buyer's fee will be added to all w 
inning bids. Illustrated catalogs can be purchased for $15 each from CNG at P.O. Box 
479, Lancaster, Pa. 17608-0479: 
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Ancient coins 
subject of bulletin 


Coins of ancient Egypt, Rome and modern reproductions are the subject of articles 
published in the July issue of The Anvil, recently mailed to all members of the Class 
ical and Medieval Numismatic Society. 

The newsletter includes articles on Ptolemy II of Egypt, monetary ref 
denarius of Roman moneyer Lucius Opimius and on mode: 





eT 


ere is news of the organization and the hobby, editorial comment and advertising 
in the 12-page illustrated newsletter. 
Regular membership in the CMNS is $20 per year. Inquiries should be sent to CMNS, 
P.O. Box 956, Station B, Willowdale, Ontario M2K 2T6, Canada. 
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New Books 


Durst republishes 
Becker counterfeits 


A reprint of Becker the Counterfeiter by Sir George F. Hill is now available throu 
gh the numismatic book publishing firm of Sanford J. Durst in New York. 
_ Carl Wilhelm Becker roduced more than 350 copies of ancient and medieval coins du 
ring the early 1800s in Germany. His dies are now in the Biblioteque Nationale in Par 
is. The original strike and later lead strikes of his work are considered highly coll 
ectible. 

The 128-page book was originally published in 1924. The new edition has more than 
20 pages of photographs. 

The reprint is offered at $20 postpaid through Durst at 11 Clinton Ave., Rockville 
Gemter ey Nig veiled Oh. 
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